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As the ASPAN 2010 National Conference draws near, I have been reflecting back on my experience in April 2009, when I was 
fortunate enough to attend the ASPAN National Conference in Potomac, Maryland. After having been a PACU nurse for about 25 
years, this was my 3rd opportunity to attend this very worthwhile event. 

A variety of factors came together to make it possible. First, was my burning desire to attend, second, I was able to get the time off 
from my job in the PACU at the Zablocki VA Medical Center, and best of all- J received a scholarship from WISPAN to attend!!! 
What a thri II that was. 

There are so many benefits to be gained from attending the National Conference. It is a wonderful educational experience in several 
ways- exceptional speakers on a wide variety of pertinent and timely topics, research poster presentations, networking opportunities, 
vendors promoting new products, social events, sightseeing opportunities, and so much more. I was able to attend sessions 
covering very informative topics from: Interpreting the 12 Lead EKG Made Simple: Recognizing and Managing STEMI in the 
PACU to Glycemic Control: New Protocols for the Diabetic Patient and Moderate Sedation: Crossing the Line. I was also able to 
attend the daylong pre-conference offering, Pre-Op Assessment Symposium. 

J met many peri-anesthesia nurses from all around the U.S. as well as 1 from Canada, including our current ASPAN President, Terry 
Clifford, from Maine. I learned from her co-workers what an excellent leader and nurse she is and heard how much they were 
looking forward to the job she would do as our ASPAN President. There were many opportunities to network with other 
peri-anesthesia nurses. So many people had burning questions regarding a variety of peri-anesthesia topics. "Do you do this? and 
How do you handle..... ?" were questions frequently asked. It was both interesting and informative to take part in discussions with 
virtual strangers who quickly became new friends. All were passionate about our specialty and showed a strong commitment to 
continuously improve their practice. 

Ifyou'll be going to New Orleans in April, be sure to make the most ofeverything the conference has to offer-meet new people and 
share strategies and experiences with other peri-anesthesia nurses. If you'll be right here in Wisconsin with me, start planning to 
attend the 2011 conference. You'll come home inspired and re-energized. 

I'd like to thank WISPAN for helping me attend this very worthwhile event. 
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