
Government Affair News May-June 2010 

WNC minutes from May 20, 2010 
•	 PfIzer presented an hour presentation on quit smoking material. The information will be on the 

WNA website so anyone can use it. 
•	 The next WNC retreat date will be announced in the near future. 
•	 A trifold will be published in the next month or so regarding the demographics of current licensed 

RN's in Wisconsin. 
•	 The decriminalization of nurse malpractice acts will be resubmitted next legislative session. 
•	 Discussed the need for QI projects to drive nurse initiatives and website comparisons. 
•	 Next meeting September 23, 2010 

WNA IWNC NEWS 
Senate Bill 535 Anesthesiologist Assistant Licensure Bill. On March 24, 2010, the Senate Committee on 
Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and Revenue recommended adoption of Senate 
Amendments 1 and 2 and recommended passage of the bill, as amended. This bill creates licensure 
requirements and practice standards for anesthesiologist assistants. 
Refer to the following site for more information. http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-535.pdf 
http://www.Iegis.state.wi.us/lc/publications/amendment/2009/PDFs/sb535.pdf 

Also CMS (Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services) sent a memo out in December 2009 to clarify 
Hospital Anesthesia Services Interpretive guidelines-State Operations Manual (SOM) Appendix A. CMS 
has dermed anesthesia and sedation, who can deliver, under what circumstances and what qualifIcations 
they need to meet. 

CMS memo 12.11.09 anesthesia regs.pdf 

Majority of Wisconsin nurses completed the workforce survey with license renewal. 

Wisconsin Node 

The Wisconsin Node is a group of seven organizations that was organized and led my MetaStar ~p 
support the Institute for Health for Healthcare Improvement 100,000 Lives Campaign. Other members 
include Wisconsin Hospital Association, Wisconsin Medical Society, Wisconsin Nurse Association ~nd 

Wisconsin Organization of Nurse Executives. The organization is working to support and spread Quality 
Improvement programs and interventions to improve the delivery of healthcare in Wisconsin. The focus 
for 2010 is directed at the following 

•	 Expanding the adoption or adaption of the WHO Surgical checklist 

•	 Supporting the ongoing participation in the H2H initiative from 9 state hospitals (see note below) 

•	 Exploring the spread of the IHI Improvement Map 

•	 Developing a valued message to Wisconsin for the Healthcare Quality Awarenes-s Week 

H2H is Hospital to Home Quality Initiative. It is a new quality improvement initiative desjgned to plan 
for discharge, set up home needs, if applicable, improve outcomes and decrease readmissioll rates. The 
program was designed to improve patient outcomes and decrease readmission rates for cardiovascular 
patients. The group is looking for participants. Anyone who is interested in decreasing readmission rates 
including hospitals, private practice home health care agencies, nurses, hospitalists pharmacists and 
other front line providers. It is recommended that one front line health care provider should participate. 
One person from each organization will ensure prompt communication and access to the H2H list. 
Participants in the H2H program will receive support from the ACC (American College of Cardiology) 



and IHI in the form of readmission related legislativ~ updates, literature based exploration of the issues 
that impact readmission rates, tools and strategies to increase legislative updates .Currently nine 
hospitals in Wisconsin are involved. 

Ifyou want to enroll or know of someone in your organization that would be interested please use the 
following site. http://www.acc.orglh2h1EnrollmentlRequestForlnfo.aspx (Copy and paste) 

WNA annual Meeting and Conference will be held in Madison on October 7-9, 2010 

Submitted by Marlene Nahavandi RN CAPA 


